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Welcome and 
Announcements



Rally4RecoveryRI
2024Summary

Abbie Knapton



87 total volunteers 
Smoothest setup 
and breakdown ever 
10 Planning 
Committee Members 
who dedicated time 
from January to
September

An Incredible Effort



77 Tables of
Providers in
the
Recovery 
Expo





3,500 attendees



• The Rally4Recovery RI is a 501c3, which was created for this one-day event. We
will be retiring the entity by the end of the year.

• The board voted to turn operations of the Rally 4 Recovery to the Rhode Island 
Communities for Addiction Recovery Efforts (RICARES). As Rhode Island’s independent
recovery community organization, RICARES has the infrastructure to oversee the
Planning Committee and volunteer efforts needed.

• The Rally will maintain its identity as Rhode Island’s Rally 4 Recovery and the
Planning Committee will remain involved in the effort moving forward.

Rally4Recovery:
Looking Forward



Please reach out with any questions!

Thank you!
abbie@rally4recoveryri.com

mailto:abbie@rally4recoveryri.com


Fall 2024 Behavioral Health Public Awareness Updates
October 9, 2024
Ashley G. O’Shea; Director of Strategic Communications, Rhode Island Executive Office of Health and Human 
Services (EOHHS)
Rachael Elmaleh; Substance Use Communications Manager, Center for Public Health Communication, Rhode 
Island Department of Health (RIDOH)



A Call for Messages of Recovery: Cathy Schultz

https://pori.soapboxx.com/video/66ec7ba6df1f194bef2b1571


Hope for Recovery – Even If It's a Winding Journey

Mike O’Neil of Anchor 
Recovery talks about how 
his recovery journey began 
during his teenage years 
and continued throughout 
adulthood. He emphasizes: 
“Never give up.”

https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/soapboxx-staging.appspot.com/o/video_submission_rendered%2Frendered_mobile_66f2e24bfef28c5010d36f39.mp4?alt=media&hash=569f1c8536346906483d43e6b72c62049990e864


We Are Strong, We Are Capable, and We Do Recover.

Renee Gomes of the     
Child and Family Center 
Treatment Program offers   
an inspirational message     
to those who are living with  
a substance use disorder.

https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/soapboxx-staging.appspot.com/o/video_submission_rendered%2Frendered_mobile_66f4b6b6fef28c5010d39101.mp4?alt=media&hash=aafcc7b674c711f6dffb8d9d083d686475963ff9


Recovery Is Possible – You Are Worth It.

Carlene Fonseca,      
Co-Chair of the Racial 
Equity Work Group for 
the Overdose Task 
Force, encourages 
people to put themselves 
first in choosing recovery.

https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/soapboxx-staging.appspot.com/o/video_submission_rendered%2Frendered_desktop_66fad2f7fef28c5010d3e45c.mp4?alt=media&hash=48136473a525b87d8b9dbc1fe4c161db8268193e


Importance of Having and Using Naloxone

Ana Novais, EOHHS Assistant 
Secretary, and Monica Tavares, 
RIDOH Education and Outreach 
Coordinator, speak to the Cape 
Verdean community about the 
importance of having naloxone on 
hand in case of an emergency.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmDXWbd1nvA


New Behavioral Health Services Information for Children              
and Youth on kids.ri.gov 

kids.ri.gov/behavioral-health/index.php

kids.ri.gov/behavioral-health/substance-use

https://kids.ri.gov/behavioral-health/index.php
https://kids.ri.gov/behavioral-health/substance-use/


2024 Statewide Behavioral Health Campaigns

• Polysubstance Use 

• Youth Accidental Poisonings 

• 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline 

• Pregnant? Using? We Can 
Help. 

• If It’s Not Your Prescription, 
Assume Fentanyl. Every Pill. 
Every Time.

• Three Words Can Make a 
Difference. Are You OK?



Statewide Behavioral Health: FACTS Campaign
There are currently six behavioral health paid campaigns actively addressing overdose prevention, treatment, harm 
reduction, and other facets of this critical public health issue. Campaigns cover subject matter including Unintentional 
Youth Poisonings, Polysubstance Use, Small Amount (fentanyl), 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline, Three Words, 
Substance-Exposed Newborns, and Toxic Drug Supply.

Specific to the latter, there was both need and opportunity to develop new creative assets to be integrated into the 
existing Toxic Drug Supply paid media campaign. The new messaging focuses upon the latest Rhode Island overdose 
data released by RIDOH in July 2024 and found here: www.ri.gov/press/view/47787.

Our aim is to feature compelling facts that present a picture of overdose in a way that hits home among at risk 
populations and Rhode Islanders at large. For continuity we employed some of the same design elements from the 
earlier, active campaign of Toxic Drug Supply (color schemes, typefaces) to ensure alignment.

Four conceptual directions were presented to EOHHS, RIDOH, and Department of Behavioral Health, Developmental 
Disabilities & Hospitals (BHDDH) leadership that offered varying directions. This vibrant text-based campaign rose to 
the top, though all concept were well received - and another concept may eventually be brought to life and activated in 
a subsequent paid campaign.

https://www.ri.gov/press/view/47787


Statewide Behavioral Health: The Facts Campaign

The following assets include advertisements such as social media and digital display banners, bus kings, 
digital bus interiors, and radio. All assets will be trans-created to Spanish. 



Statewide Behavioral Health: The Facts Campaign
Campaign assets drive people to PreventOverdoseRI.org. QR codes have been included on digital public 
transportation bus interiors for quick mobile viewing.



Statewide Behavioral Health: The Facts Campaign
Approved audio script examples for 15- and 30-second advertisements will run on Spotify. These radio ads will 
be trans-created to Spanish language.

Fact: In Rhode Island, fentanyl causes 78% of overdose deaths.
Fact: Cocaine is a factor in 58% of overdose deaths across the state.
Fact: 84% of overdose deaths in Rhode Island occur in the home.
The fact is, the facts can change.
Let’s change them for the better.
Learn more at PreventOverdoseRI.org.

Fact: Cocaine is a factor in 58% of overdose deaths in Rhode Island.
The fact is, the facts can change.
Let’s change them for the better.
Learn more at PreventOverdoseRI.org.



Questions?



Governor’s Overdose Task Force Prevention Strategy 
Work Group Updates
Tara Cooper; Chief, Center for Health and Promotion, RIDOH 
Obed Papp; Providence Human Services Division Office, Regional 
Coalition Director



Governor’s Overdose Task Force Prevention Strategy Work Group
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The mission of the Prevention Strategy Work Group is to prevent overdoses, 
overdose deaths, and opioid misuse by identifying, developing, and evaluating multi-
level strategies and interventions. 

The Prevention Strategy Work Group is a collaboration of efforts between State and 
community partners.

• Meets on the fourth Thursday of every month from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
• State Co-Chairs: Elizabeth Farrar, BHDDH, and Tara Cooper, RIDOH 
• Community Co-Chair: Obed Papp, Human Services Division Office; City of 

Providence



Strategic Plan: Supporting Comprehensive Prevention

19

Core Strategies
Core Strategy 1: Implement evidence-based primary prevention in schools, professional 
settings, and high-risk communities.

Core Strategy 2: Increase trauma-informed services, focusing on toxic stress, adverse 
experiences, and community/family sexual violence.

Core Strategy 3: Incorporate prevention for workplace injuries, disability leaves, and 
rehabilitation services.

Core Strategy 4: Prioritize prevention activities that recognize race equity and eliminate 
structural and racism disparities.

Core Strategy 5: Prevent overprescribing and ensure appropriate prescribing and 
dispensing of opioids.



Prevention Strategy Work Group: Making Connections

20

Under a Rhode Island Foundation and EOHHS grant, the following organizations will share 
funding in the Community Prevention Services for Youth Opioid Mitigation category, which 
supports evidence-based or evidence-informed community-based opioid prevention 
services targeted towards children and youth up to age 21.

• Coastline Employee Assistance 
Program

• Providence Children and Youth Cabinet
• Rhode Island Sports Union
• The Rhode Island Alliance of Boys       

& Girls Clubs

• Woonsocket Prevention Coalition
• Jim Gillen Teen Center
• Youth Pride, Inc.
• Substance Use and Mental Health 

Leadership Council
• VICTA Life



27

If you are interested in joining the Prevention Strategy 
Work Group, contact Carol Stone

Carol.Stone@health.ri.gov

Co-Chairs
Elizabeth Farrar Elizabeth.Farrar@bhddh.ri.ov

Tara Cooper Tara.Cooper@health.ri.gov
Obed Papp OPapp@providenceri.gov

mailto:Carol.Stone@health.ri.gov
mailto:Elizabeth.Farrar@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Tara.Cooper@health.ri.gov
mailto:Opapp@providenceri.gov


S.W.A.G
Student 
Wellness 

and Growth

Presented to the Governor’s Overdose Task Force 
on October 9, 2024
Presented by:  Lisa M. Carcifero, MSW, LICSW, ACPS
Regional Director, Blackstone Valley Prevention Coalition

10/9/2024 28



This program is supported by a grant 
funded through Opioid Settlement 

funds from the Rhode Island 
Foundation in partnership with EOHHS



The Community

Woonsocket

Strong, tight-knit community, rich in history, 
heritage and culture

Faced with public health and health equity challenges



Youth Voice
“We just want:

 A safe place to hang out.”

 A place to drop in for extra 
homework help.”

 To help our community…be part 
of the solution.”

 A place outside of school to be 
with our friends…and have snacks.”

The Youth of Woonsocket
• $44,083 median family income

($87,553-RI)
• 9,467 children live in Woonsocket
• 29.5% live in poverty 
• 28.5% child abuse & neglect 
• 26% differently-abled 
• 14% multi-language learners 
• #20 training school (12% of RI) 
• 20.7% incarcerated parent 
• 18% mobility rate 
• Housing affordability gap 

(income to cost of housing) 
• Highest rate of overdose deaths in Rhode Island

2020 Census; 2022 Kids Count; 2022 RISS; and 
PreventOverdoseRI.org (PORI)



Goals and Objectives
GOAL: Engage 20 high school youth from WED and Beacon Charter School to participate 
in opioid overdose prevention efforts within their schools and the community.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Outreach/recruit youth with a focus on Black, Indigenous, and People of Color 
(BIPOC) youth;

2. Engage youth in a six-week, 12-session leadership development program: 
Introduction to Blackstone Valley Prevention Coalition (BVPC) and public health, 
health equity, social justice; Media Development and Advocacy; Mental Health; Art 
& Mocktails/Substance-Free activities; Cultural Awareness/DEI; Community Health; 
Financial Literacy, self-care, sustaining themselves.

3. Provide advocacy skill development and peer engagement techniques, so that they 
will serve as ambassadors in outreach to their peers for participation in opioid 
overdose prevention and community engagement efforts.

4. Engage youth in developing and participating in public health and community 
service projects.



Recruitment
Objective 1: Outreach/recruit youth 

with a focus on BIPOC youth
SWAG Outreach

Direct contact with youth at 
schools and community events

Morning announcements in 
schools, teacher referrals through 

flyers

Superintendent newsletter

Social Media

Radio

Community partners

Tabling events

Local faith organizations



The Program 
Objective 2: Engage youth in a six-week, 12-session 
leadership development program – Summer Session



The Program 
Engage youth in a year-round youth program

Fall & Spring Sessions



ENGAGING 
COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS
for Presentations



Interactive Activities



DISTRIBUTION 
OF RESOURCES INTO 
THE COMMUNTY –
Targeting neighborhoods 
with the highest 
incidence of overdose

Objective 3:
Provide youth with advocacy 
skills development and peer 
engagement techniques, 
so that they will serve as 
ambassadors in outreach to 
their peers for participation in 
opioid overdose prevention 
and community engagement 
efforts.



Summer Narcan trainings:

1 Faith Organization -
#15 attendees

1 Business - #12

2 Youth - #10; #4

3 Community - #11



Material Developed by Youth



Youth Opioid Overdose Public Service 
Announcement (PSA)

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/blackstonevalleypreventioncoalition.com/opioids__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!PYD-iFL5d7Qw-Wh_ONTsayM9KTQepqMQpnHYozIm1cOl_XECwNBEXzJ1nXGjX15SuXNTCgs5WoXOyq4EVbu15n_vLbNiozY$


YOUTHFEST Family Event
COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT

August 24, 2023 & August 22, 2024, River Island Park
Objective 4: Engage youth in developing and participating in public health and 

community service projects.





SWAG Program 

Spring 2023 – Drop In

14 high school students

Summer 2023

10 high school students

School Year 2024

26 high school students

Summer 2024

15 high school students



Next Chapter

https://www.facebook.com/BlackstoneValleyPreventionCoalitionRI/videos/858408515530761


Public Comment
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