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2024 International Overdose Awareness Day Events




International Overdose
Awareness Day 2024

A TIME TO REMEMBER - A TIME TO ACT















Legislative Champion
Award

Deputy Majority
Leader Councilwoman
Mary Kay Harris,

City of Providence



Lifetime Achievement
Award

Jonathan
Goyer






Together we distributed 4,692 Narcan kits
across RI

#TogetherWeCanEndOverdose
#EndOverdoseRI



2,578 980

Providence, Pawtucket, Woonsocket, Smithfield,
& Central Falls & Lincoln

East Providence, Burrillville, Warwick, West Warwick,
& Tiverton & Coventry












Happy Recovery
Month!




Governor’s Overdose Task Force Recovery Work
Group Updates

George O'Toole, BS, CPRS, CCHW- Community Co-Chair
Jeffrey Wolfsberg, Project Director of Rhode Island Recovery-Friendly
Workplace Initiative




Strategic Plan: Supporting Recovery

Core Strategies

Core Strategy 1: Standardize Recovery-Focused Data Collection Methods and Success
Metrics

Core Strategy 2: Build Recovery Capital Across Personal, Family/Social, Community, and
Cultural Environments

Core Strategy 3: Recruit, Support, Expand, and Train Peer Recovery Specialists

Core Strategy 4: Support Substance-Exposed Newborn Interventions and Infrastructure

Core Strategy 5: Develop and Implement Recovery Policies
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Governor’s Overdose Task Force Recovery Work Group

* Meets monthly on the third Wednesday of
each month from 10:30 a.m. to Noon

* Holds quarterly, in-person meetings usually in
April, June, September, and December

» State Co-Chair: Candace Rodgers, BHDDH
Community Co-Chair: George O’'Toole, East
Bay Community Action Program (EBCAP)
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A Summary of the Past Year,
Current Status,

and Future Direction
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Prioritization of Past Report Findings

* Top Results:

* Compile a local resource guide that includes all resources available to Rhode Islanders, including
basic needs support, treatment options, and recovery supports.

* Increase access to peer support in multiple settings such as hospitals, public housing, corrections,
public schools, and criminal justice diversion programs (like mental health and drug courts).

* Increase employment opportunities available to people with criminal records.

* Increase access to trauma supports for professionals with lived experience so they have access to
supportive resources in the same way as all other first responders do.

* Support recovery community centers in becoming the focal point of recovery services in their area.
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Prioritization of Past Report Findings

* Top Results (continued):

* Create and maintain a central job board
specifically for jobs in Rhode Island that
require lived experience.

* Increase employment support available to
people in recovery that focuses on finding
careers rather than entry-level service jobs.

* |ncrease access to mental health support for
residents of recovery housing.

* Increase the number of certified peer recovery
specialists (CPRS) who speak Spanish.
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Re-Engaging on Race Equity Consultant Findings (July 2024)

* Activity to reexamine the findings from the consultant group that visited with us in 2023.
* Focus on criminal justice-involved populations as a tangible way to address racial
disparities.
* Work on creating an open and respectful workspace.
* Example: Meeting participants were asked that Artificial Intelligence (Al) notetaking

apps be disabled to encourage open conversation without fear.
* Address social determinants of health as a contributing factor to equity issues.
* Engaged with the Rhode Island Health Equity Zones (HEZ) during our last meeting in
August 2024 to understand partnership opportunities.
* Continues to be an area of focus.

RHODE
24 ISLAND



Current Aligning Initiatives

* Increase peer support in multiple settings
* Collegiate recovery programming funded in Fall 2024
 Starting with up to three Rhode Island colleges and universities
* Funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) State
Opioid Response (SOR) grant
* Creation of an Administrative Services Organization for criminal justice-involved individuals or
individuals who are enrolled in adult or family drug court and need treatment and/or recovery
services
* Received a new SAMHSA grant that will start October 2024
 Partially funded in Fall 2024 by the SAMHSA SOR grant
* Increase employment opportunities for individuals with criminal records
* QpenDoors hosting job fairs

» Building Futures apprenticeship program
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https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=970dcc23ae0c45bde163a1a3784686d23d8312b457f1b2703b8045bb0f647adaJmltdHM9MTcyNTkyNjQwMCZpbnNpZD01NTMx&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1eb4869b-5e19-658a-3cbb-92aa5f6b64c9&psq=opendoors+ri&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9vcGVuZG9vcnNyaS5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://www.bfri.org/

Current Aligning Initiatives

Several employment-related priorities
Continued investments in the Rhode Island
Recovery-Friendly Workplace Initiative

Partnered with Rhode Island Communities
for Addiction Recovery Efforts (RICARES) to
create and deliver Recovery Ally training to
large employers and industry-related groups
like the Rhode Island League of Cities and
Towns and Neighborhood Health Plan RI

Created a job board on recoveryfriendly.ri.gov
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https://recoveryfriendly.ri.gov/

If you are interested in joining the Task Force Recovery
Work Group, contact Natasha Andrews
Natasha.Andrews@bhddh.ri.gov.

For more information, contact
George O’Toole gotoole@ebcap.org
and Jeffrey Wolfsberg Jeffrey.Wolfsberg@bhddh.ri.gov.
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mailto:natasha.Andrews@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:gotoole@ebcap.org
mailto:Jeffrey.Wolfsberg@bhddh.ri.gov
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Public Comment

RHODE
ISLAND




	GTF
	Slide 1: Governor Dan McKee’s Overdose Task Force  September 11, 2024
	Slide 2: Welcome and Announcements
	Slide 3: 2024 International Overdose Awareness Day Events
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: Governor’s Overdose Task Force Recovery Work Group Updates 
	Slide 19: Strategic Plan: Supporting Recovery
	Slide 20: Governor’s Overdose Task Force Recovery Work Group
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Prioritization of Past Report Findings
	Slide 23: Prioritization of Past Report Findings
	Slide 24: Re-Engaging on Race Equity Consultant Findings (July 2024)
	Slide 25: Current Aligning Initiatives 
	Slide 26: Current Aligning Initiatives 
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33: Public Comment


